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NEW-JERUSALEM MISSIONARY. 
(Concluded from page 164.) 

« But in saying all this, we do not attribute to the 
Deity either impotence, ignorance, or indifference, 
(which are the three words that gave rise to this con- 
troversy) not a wit more than when we say ‘ Omnipo- 
tence itself cannot form a square circle, or create two 
contiguous hills without a valley between them.” It 
isagreed, on all hands, that whatever implies an im- 
perfection or a contradiction, is not within the cir- 
cle of divine order, nor applicable to the omnipo- 
tence of God. But how can we conceive of a greater 
contradiction, or a more palpable absurdity, than the 
following position :—God can compel a free agent 
to think, feel, act, and enjoy, in direct opposition to 
his own choice, wishes, thoughts, and desires ? 

“ Having, imperceptibly, entered thus largely into 
this subject, want of room will prevent us, at this 
time, from descending into particulars, as respects a 
formal reply to the remarks and queries of Mr. 
Fitz. Indeed, on reviewing the subject, we do not 
now see the necessity of particularizing. Our gene- 
ral answer above, includes all that we could say; 
because Mr. F. will now perceive that we occupy 
very different ground from what he had been led to 
suppose. So far from admitting “that God’s merey 
is finite,” we say it is infinite, and extends even 
tothe hells. We know that “a sufficient reason 
can be given for the permission of the present state 
of affairs,” but Mr. F. has not assigned the right 
one ; and we suspected that he could not, without im- 
pugning his own doctrines. We have attempted to 
prove that man cannot be saved, or made holy and 
happy against his will. With the great I AM, the 
past, present, and future, form one eternal VOW, on 

which foreknowledge cannot be predicated. He 
created man, and peopled all the worlds of the uni- 
verse, for the purpose of imparting, to other beings, 
from the inexhaustible fund of his own infinite feli- 
city. The end of creation was the eternal happi- 
ness of the creature; and every thing in the uni- 
verse was intended solely for the promotion of that 


end. Hence man was endowed with freedom of 


will, in order that he might be capable of conjoin- 
ing himself to his Creator by regeneration, and 
thereby become receptive of heavenly felicity. Being 
a free agent, man had the power of turning to God, 
or turning from him. He exercised this power, 
turned from the only fountain of spiritual life, was 
no longer receptive of felicity, and was consequently 
miserable, This state continued until man had 


nearly lost the freedom of his will, and the power of 


returning to God. From this dreadful condition, 


flesh, and conquering the hells which, with man’s 
consent, had shackled his mind, and held bis will in 
bondage. Since that every man has full power to 
turn to God and live. Some exercise this power— 
others do not—all are free to act as they please. 
We have shown that hell is not a place, but a stale 
adapted to the disposition of its subjects; God did 
not design any man for this stale, and, conse- 
quently, cannot be charged with cruelty. He made 
him free, to stand or fall, and cannot therefore, be 
either ignorant or impotent. 
“ Mr. Fitz says that our third question was an- 
swered in his reply to the two first. But we have 
looked in vain for such an answer. Surely, he does 
not mean to be understood, that God permits inno- 
cent lambs and doves to suffer pain, “ for a short 
time, for man’s good!” Does God permit his inno- 
cent creatures to suffer for the guilty ones? How 
is this? We ask for information.” 
REPLY. 

Mr. W. in his first paragraph* considers, that he 
does not attribute tmpotence, &c. to the Deity, in 
his doctrine, “not a whit more than when we say, 
‘Omnipotence itself cannot form a square circle, or 
create two contiguous hills without a valley between 
them.’” We deny this. For nothing is impossible 
with God. Now there is no such thing as a square 
circle ; because the being round makes the circle ; 
nor two hills, &c. without a valley, &c. because the 
valley forms and constitutes the hills. But there is 
such a thing as God’s making man good and happy 
without man’s co-operation. And this is quite as 
reasonable as to suppose that God could make man 
at the beginning without man’s “joint labour.” 
Mret W.’s conclusion, therefore, is a false one. And 
it implies an imperfection, to say that God cannot 
do that alone, which he can do with man’s co-ope- 
ration. Man is only the recipient of God’s good- 
ness, who affords him means and opportunity, and 
finally raises him incorruptible and immortal, with- 
out any assistance from man’s power. We, there- 
fore, advise Mr. W. to prove, first, that man is a free 
agent, before he says one word more about the ab- 
surdity of compelling him, in opposition to his own 
choice, &c. We ask Mr. W. Do you ever compel 
your children to act differently from their own 
choice? If you do, you are, on your own confession, 
palpably absurd. 

Mr. W.’s second paragraph contains many items. 
He does not see the necessity of answering our 
questions. We presume, however, that he saw the 





* For convenience, we number the paragraphs, reckoning 
the seventeenth, which commences the Extract in this Nun:- 





however, God redeemed him, by coming in the 


ber, as the first, &c. 
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difficulty of answering them! We shall see whe- 
ther Mr. W. has “given a sufficient reason for the 
permission of the present state ‘of affairs.” Accord- 
ing to him, the present state of affairs is this, “Man 
was endowed with freedom of will, in order that he 
might be capahje of conjoining himself to his Cre- 
ator by regeneration,” &c. Will man do this? No! 
Thousands of men, according to Mr. W. will never 
be regenerated. If this “is a sufficient reason for 
the present state of affairs,” to pretend that the pur- 
poses of God in permitting them, will never be ac- 





complished, we should like to know, what is an in- 
sufficient reason? Mr. W. to illustrate his hypo- 
thesis we presume, asserts, that “ With the great 
1 aM, the past, present, and future, form one eternal 
NOW, on which foreknowledge cannot be predica- 
ted.” Although this declaration is one which is 
monstrously absurd, we shall admit it, and reason 
accordingly. Mr. W.’s vultures and owls are now 
vultures and owls, and there is no future, they are 
now capable of being changed into doves and eagles, 
and be regenerated by their co-operation. This 
eternal now will always remain, and there always 
was this elernal now, and these vultures and owls 
always were vultures and owls, without beginning, 
and without end. So much for an eternal now. 
We think the eternal now will remain an eternal 
absurdity! You must not object that there was a 
past time, when the vultures aml owls were not vul- 
tures and owls; and that there will be a future lime, 
when some of these vultures and owls will become 
doves and eagles; because there is no time past, 
present, nor future, but only one eternal now!! We 
think there ought to be an eternal then, and an eter- 
nal when, and then a triangle of absurdity could 
be completed, without a parallel. This eternal 
now, and the doctrine that three are one, are a good 
match. Mr. W. in this paragraph makes a number 
of very positive, and very important assertions, 
without a shadow of proof, save, we presume, his 
own “positive conviction.” Pray, Sir, give usa 
little evidence now and then, to season your broad 
assertions. How many hells are there? What do 
you mean, when you say that God ‘‘:edeemed man 
by conquering the hells?” &c. when you at ghe 
same time contend, that the hells shall conquer 
man, so far as to hold him in their bondage? You 
say, God did no: design any man for this hell, 
this state, and cannot be charged with cruelty. He 
made him free, &c. and cannot be either ignorant or 
impotent. And to escape altogether, you will have 
it, that God could not foreknow man’s destiny, be- 
cause there is with God one eternal VOW! We 
should be glad to be informed, whether Mr. W. in- 
intended this should be received as argument! The 
case stands thus—God intended the eternal happi- 
ness of the creature. He constituted man so that man 
might defeat his design. If man defeats God's de- 
sign he goes to hell. But God did not design man 
for hell, and there is one elernal now, and God 
knew nothing of the consequences of his own 
works, or of the free will of the creature. There- 
fore, God cannot be charged with ignorance nor 


impotence. We wish we could say as much for 
Mr. W. 


We request Mr. W. to turn his attention to a con- 
sequence resulting from his doctrine, which »» 
think will controvert some of his favourite Opinions. 
It is this—Man must be regenerated in this life, and 
this cannot be effected, even by Onminipotence, with- 
out man’s assistance. One half of the children of 
men die in infancy. How will you regenera, 
them? You will please to recollect, you have de- 
cided, that without regeneration, man cannot become 
receptive of heavenly felicity. Consequently, you 
must admit that one half of the human race wil] 
never “become receptive of heavenly felicity,” or 
you must admit that your premises are wrong, and 
that man can be regenerated im another mode of 
being, or in this mode of being without his co-ope- 
ration. Also, that make the means of salvation to 
be what you please, you must make it the same 
for all. 

We recommend an easy way to escape from the 
difficulties which surround you. Namely—Admit 
the truth. Confess that all men, indiscriminately, 
will be raised incorruptible, immortal, and glorious 
in the heavenly image ; that then, and not till thea, 
will be brouglit to pass the saying that is written, 
Death is swallowed up in victory! That even your 
hells will be destroyed, and God, heaven and happi- 
ness, reign alone and triumph. Confess that God 
is Omnipotent ; and man the creature, offspring, 
and recipient of God’s mercies. That Omnipo- 
tence posesses all power, and impotence no power. 
That the devil and his works will be destroyed ; and 
the last enemy, which is death, will be annihilated, 
when the Devil, who has the power of death, is 
gone to destruction. Believe the declaration, “ Be- 
hold, the day cometh, [the gospel day,} that shall 
burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, all that do 
wickedly, shall be stubble ; and the day that cometh 
shall burn them up, saith the Lorp of hosts, that it 
shall leave them neither root nor branch.” (Mal. iv. 
1.) Then your owls, swine, vultures, and nume- 
rous hells, will be no more, and all men “ become 
receptive of heavenly felicity,” in your rejoicing 
mind, 

Mr. W.’s concluding paragraph is a repetition of 
a former interrogation. Is it not remarkable, that 
Mr. W. should dispose of our interrogations by 
wholesale, without answering them ; omit the inser- 
tion of our note or postcript, which had an exclusive 
relation to his repeated interrogation, and now per- 
sist in requesting an answer to the last of his inter- 
rogations! Mr. W. cannot maintain his hypothesis, 
without proving Omnipotence to be impotent ; Wis- 
dom to be folly; and Love to be cruelty! There- 
fore, he would have it taken for granted, that be- 
cause God permits suffering now, for a short time, 
for a good purpose, he will always permit it, when 
no good can result to the sufferer from the suffering 

To make short work of Mr. W.’s question, “ Does 
God permit his innocent creatures to suffer for the 
guilty ones?” we answer—Yes. We go farther: 
An innocent creature, if possessed of a spirit of wis- 
dom and love, like that which dwelt in Christ, must 
be willing to suffer for a guilty creature, when that 
suffering will be oversuled by God, for good to the 
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guilty. We point to Christ, the innocent Lamb of 
God, suffering on account of guilty meu, whom Mr. 
W. calls owls, swine, and vultures! But Mr. W. 
will please to understand us to say, that God will 
never permit his innocent creatures to suffer the 
punishment due to the guilty, for any sins the guilty 
has committed, to release them from their just pun- 
ishkment. We read of Christ, that he, “for the 
suffering of death was crowned with glory and 
honour.” Love will permit momentary suffering 
to produce a great and lasting good. Omnipotence 
can effect this; and Infinite Wisdom will sanction 
the measure. 

Note—Will Mr. Wooodworth publish this, our 
reply, to his semarks contained in his last Number ? 


—f—. 
On the Difficulties and Discouragements, which at- 
tend the Study of the Scriptures. 
BY BISHOP HARE. 
(Continued from page 155.) 

There are, you know, two clergymen* of the 
town, who have studied themselves into heresy, or 
at least into a suspicion of it; both of them, men of 
fair, unblemished characters ; onet has all his life 
been cultivating piety, and virtue, and good learning. 
Rigidly constant himself in the public and private 
duties of religion; and always promoting in others 
virtue, and such learning as he thought would con- 
duce most to the honour of God, by manifesting the 
greatness and wisdom of his works. He has given 
the world sufficient proofs that he has not misspent 
his time, by very useful works of philosophy an® 
mathematics ; he has applied one to the explica- 
tion of the other, and endeavoured by both to dis- 
play the glory of the great Creator. And to his 
study of nature, he early joined the study of the 
Scriptures ; and his attempts, whatever the success 
be, were at least well meant; and, considering the 
difficulty of the subjects he engaged in, it must be 
allowed that in the main they are well aimed; and 
if he has not succeeded, no more have others who 
have meddled with the same subjects. Nor is he 
more to be blamed than they. To be blamed, did I 
say? I should have said, not less to be commended. 
For sure it is a commendable design, to explain 
scripture difficulties, and to remove the objections 
of profane men, by showing there is nothing in the 
sacred writings, but what is true and rational. 

But what does a life, thus spent, avail ? To what 
ptirpose so many watchful nights, and weary days ? 
So much piety an. devotion ? So much mortifica- 
tion and self-denial ? Such a zeal to do good, and 
to be useful to the world? So many noble speci- 
mens of a great genius, and of a fine imagination ? 
It is the poor man’s misfortune (for poor he is, and 
like to be, not having the least preferment) to have 
a warm head, to be very zealous in what he thinks 
the cause of God. He thinks prudence the worldly 
wisdom condemned by Christ and his apostles, and 
that it is gross prevarication and .hypocrisy to con- 
ceal the discoveries he conceives he has made. This 





* Dr. Samuel Clarke and Professor Whiston. 
+ Whiston. 








heat of temper betrays him into some indiscreet ex- 
pressions and hasty assertions; designing to hurt 
nobody, he fancies nobody designs to hurt him ; and 
is simple enough to expect the same favourable al- 
lowances will be made to him, that he sees made to 
those who write against him. As to his learning, it 
is his misfortune that he is not skilled enough in the 
learned languages to be a great critic in them, and 
yet seems not to be sensible of his deficiency in this 
respect. And what advantage is taken of this, that 
he has not less heat and more criticism? His learn- 
ing is treated in that manner, that you would think 
he did not know the first elements of Greek ; though, 
even in that, he is much superior to most of those 
who make so free with him; and you every day 
hear his performances run down as whimsies and 
chimeras, by men who never read them, and, if they 
did, could not understand them. Nor does this 
warmth of temper come off better ; it is all over ob- 
stinacy, pride, and heretical piavity ; a want of mo- 
desty and due deference to just authority ; they, that 
speak most favourably, look upon him as crazed, 
and little better than a madman. This is the poor 
man’s character ; and, low as he is, they cannot be 
content to leave him quiet in his poverty ; whereas, 
had he not been early possessed with a passionate 
love for the scripture and philosophy ; had he not 
thought it his duty above all things te promote the 
glory of God, and been persuaded that could no way 
be so well done as by the study of his word and 
works; itis more than probable he had, at this time, 
been orthodox; and then, instead of his present 
treatment, his faults would have been overlooked ; 
the learning he excels in, would have been extolled, 
and no defect would have been found in other parts 
of it. He would have been cried up as an ornament 
of the age, and no preferment would have been de- 
nied or envied him. ‘ 

This you know to be the case with one of the 
new heretics; the other* is so prudent in his con- 
duct, that he comes under but a suspicion of favour- 
ing the same notions. How now is he treated ? 
Prudence in him is as great a crime as the want of 
it in the other. The imprudent ian is treated as a 
madman, and rank Arian; the prudent one is less a 
heretic, but more dangerous; sobrius accessil ad 
evertendam ecclestum; and therefore the greater 
alarm must be raised against him. And what has 
he done ? Why, he has, with a great deal of pains, 
brought together, in the best manner he could, all 
the passages in the New Testament relating to the 
doctrine of the trinity. And so far his work is what 
those, who differ from him, should be pleased with, 
since he has brought the materials together to ena- 
ble men to form a right judgment of the question in 
dispute ; and has put into their hands, if he be in the 
wrong, the best weapons against himself. But he 
has interpreted some texts in a manner that is not 
liked ; it is true, he has so; but not once, that I re- 
member, has he given an interpretation that is pure- 
ly of his own head. He brings great vouchers, and, 
if he errs, it is always in good company. This is 





* Dr. Samuel Clarke. 
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his offence ; he has maintained, with many others, FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

particularly the late dean of St. Paul’s, in opposi-| Mr. Filz—The following is from “ McCrie’, 
tion to Sabellianism, that the three persons of the] Life of John Knox.” If it will not edify the read- 
trinity are three real distinet beings ; and the belief] ers of the Gospel Herald, it will at least amuse sone 
of three really distinct beings perfectly equal, he|ofthem. It is the conclusion of Knox’s “ Lettur t 
maintains with Dr. South to be tritheism ; and, that! the faithfull in Lundounne,” dated Geneva, Feb, 


there must therefore be a subordination. Now] 1554. (Reign of Bloody Queen Mary.) Mr. Me- 
whether this notion be right, or not; if he cannot 


escape ill treatment, give me leave to say, that, if 
your study should lead you into any opinion con- 
trary to what is generally received, you can with no 
reason expect better quarter. He is a man, who 
has all the good qualities that can meet together to 


Crie ushers in thie precious morceau thus. 

“ As a specimen of impressive eloquence and ele- 
vated piety, L cannot refrain from quoting its con- 
clusion; in which he addresses their consciences, 
their hopes, their fears, and adjures them by all that 
is sacred, and all that is dear to them as men, as 
recommend him ; he is possessed of ali the parts of | parents, and as Christians, not to start back from 
learning that are valuable in a clergyman, in a de-| their profession, and plunge themselves and their 


gree that few possess any single one ; he has joined | posterity into the gulf of ignorance and idolatry,” 
toa good skill in the three learned languages, a 


great compass of the best philosophy and mathe- 
matics; as appears by his Latin works; and his 
English ones are such a proof of his own piety, and 


* Allace! sall we, efter so many graces that God 
has offeritt in our davis, for pleesure, or for vane 
threatnyinge of thame whome our hart knaweth and 
our mouthis have confessit to be odious ydolateris, 
altogidder without resistance turne backe to oure 
vomit and dampnabill ydolateries to the perditien of 
man, that was not under the suspicion of heresy, | uss and oure posteritie? O horribill to be hard! 
secure the friendship and esteem of all good church- | Sall Godis halie preceptis wirk no greter obedience 
men, especially of the clergy. And to all this piety | in nus? Sall not fatherlie pitie overcum this crnel- 
and learuing, and the good use that has been made | nes? I speik to yu, O natural fatheris. Behold your 
children with the eie of mercie, and considder the 
end of thair creacion. Crueltie it wer to saif your 
self, and damp {damn]thame. But O! more than 
crueltie, and madnes, that can not be expressit, 
gif, {t/] for the pleesure of a moment, ye depryve 
“vour se'fs and your posteritie of that eternall joie 
that is ordanit for thame that continewis in con- 
fessioun of Christis name to the ende. Gif naturall 
lufe, fatherlie affeccion, reverence of God, feir of 
torment, or vit hoip of lyfe, move you, than will ye 
of the Scriptures has betrayed him into a suspicion] ganestand [withstand] that 
of some heretical opmions ; and, because it has, he 
must be worried out of the great and clear reputa- | doune, and the lyht is quyte lost, the trompeit is 
tion he is possessed of; and he, that has so many | ceissit, and ydolatrie is placeit quietnesse and rest 
shining qualities, must be insulted by every worth- | * * * Let it be knawn to your posteritie 
less wretch, as if he had as little learning and vir-| that ye wer Christianis, and no Ydolateris; that ye 
tue as the lowest of those who are against him.| learnit Chryst in tyme of rest, and baldlie professit 
What protection now can you promise yourself from | hym in tyme of trubill. The preceptis think ye, 
your virtue, When a man of such a character cannot | are scharpe and hard to be observit; and yet agane 
be safe in his good name ? Whatever therefore you | I affirme, that compairit with the plagis that sall as- 
do, be orthodox ; orthodoxy will cover a multitude | suredlie fall upon obstinat ydolteris, they sallbe fund 
of sins, but a cloud of virtues cannot cover the want | easie and lyht. 
of the minutest particle of orthodoxy. 


of his knowledge in divinity, and have done so 
much service to religion, as would make any other 


of it, is added a temper happy beyond expression ; 
a sweet, easy, modest, inoffensive, obliging behaviour 
adorns all lis actions; and no passion, vanity, in- 
solence, or ostentation, appear either in what be 
writes or says; and yet these faults are often inci- 
dent to the best men, in the freedom of conversa- 
tion, and in writing against impertinent and unrea- 
sonable adversaries, especially such as strike at the 
foundations of virtue and religion. This is the 
learning, this the temper of the man, whose study 


abominabill ydol. 
Whilk, gif ye do not, than allace! the sonne is gon 


For avoyding of ydolatrie ye may 
perchaunce be compellit to live your native coutrie 

It is expected, no matter how unreasonably, that} and reaulme, but obeyris [obeyers, or those that 
aman should always adhere to the party he has| obey] of ydolatrie without end »allbe conpellit to 
once taken. It is the opinion of the world, that he | burne in helle ; for avoyding of ydolatrie your sub- 





is all his life bound by the subscriptions he made in 
his first years ; as if a man were as wise at twenty- 
four, and knew as much of the scripture and anti- 
quity, and could judge as well of them, as he can at 
fifty. And yet,if a man will be studying these 
things, he cannot be sure he shall continue a year 
together in the same sentiments ; and, if he should 
not, he must either stifle his persuasion, against the 
dictates of his conscience, or be exposed to the 
worse treatment, to be called a renegado, a false 
brother, a heretic, or any thing that malice can 


staunce sallbe spoillit, but for obeying ydolatrie 
heavanly ryches sallbe loste ; for avoyding of ydola- 
trie ye may falle in the handis of earthlie tirantis, 
but obeyris, manteaneris, and consentaris [main- 
tainers and consenters| to ydolatrie schal not es- 
chaip the bhandis of the liveing Godde ; for avoyding 
of ydolatrie your childern sallbe depryvit of feyther, 
frendis, rychis, and of reste, but bie obeyinge ydola- 
trie they sallbe left without God, without the knaw- 
ledge of his worde, and without hoip of his kyng- 
dome. Consider, deir brithrene, that how mekill 





suggest. (To be continued.) 





mair [much more] dolorus and feirfull it is to be tor- 
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wentit in helle than to suffer trubill in erthe ; to be 
depry vitt of hevenlie joie, than to be rubbit of tran- 
sitorie ryches. * * * Gif any eschaipit 
the uglie face and horribill feir of deth, it was thay 
that baldlie confessit Chryste, befoirmenne * * 

* * A stoute marynell, in tyme of tempeste, 
seeing but one or two schippis, or like weschells to 
his, pas througout any daunger, and to winne a sure 
harberie, Will have gud esperance, [hope] by the 
ivke wynde to do the same. Allace! sall ye be 
mair feirfull to win lyfe eternall, than the naturall 
man is to save the corporall lyfe ? Hes not the maist 
part of the sanctis of God from the begynnynge en- 
teri. into thair reste by torment and trubillis? and 
yel what complaynts finde we in thaire mouthis, ex- 
cept it be the lamenting of thair persecuteris ? Did 
God comforte thame ? and sall his Majestie despyse 
us, gif, in fichting against iniquitie, we will follow 
thair futsteppis ? Hie wull notte.” W. T. 

fp — 
From the Gospel Advocate. 


THE PROGRESS OF UNIVERSALISM. 

Richmond, (Ont.) August 10. While preaching 
from 1 John iv. 14, I cited 1 Tim. iv. 10. The Rev. 
Mr. Wright, Methodist minister, being present, in- 
terrupted me by citing, with peculiar emphasis, the 
jast part of the verse. I turned and said to him, Sir, 
vou are either ignorant of the language or doctrine 
of the apostle, for Paul had plainly asserted “ God 
isthe Saviour of all men,” which proposition was 
true, and independent of the second in the text, viz. 
“especially of them that believe.” I then observed 
to the congregation, I feared no consequences, if 
any gentleman was prepared to address them witb 
creater advantage to the interests of truth and piety, 
I would immediately yield, being persuaded that 
none could successfully contradict my discourse, 
otherwise than by proving the apostles false 
teachers. 

Mr. W. then addressing the people remarked, 
that | had talked much of Jesus as a Saviour, but 
never informed them from what he saved men. 
This he thought was of the highest importance. 
He then told us, Jesus saved them from original 
sin, and by his death procured an offer of salvation 
toall men. He asserted salvation to be conditional. 
Cited Mark xvi. 16. and exclaimed, what damna- 
tion isthis? Ifthe wicked receive all their punish- 
ment in this world, the righteous must also receive 
their reward, consequently, there is no heaven nor 
salvation after death. God could not save men in 
their sins, and if they died in them they must go to 
hell. He then referred to 2 Cor. v. 11, spoke of the 
terrors of the Lord. Here he began to vociferate 
and beat the desk most tremendously. He after- 
wards observed that I laboured to make men Uni- 
versalists, not Christians, but because he knew the 
terrors of the Lord, he warned them against me as 
one of the false prophets spoken of, Ezek. xiii. Here 
he ended his parody. 

I replied, The angel commanded Joseph to call 
his son Jesus, because he shall save his people from 
their sins, not merely from original sin, as My. W. 











had asserted. If Jesus saved men from original sin 
only, then he was no Saviour, and the name was 
misapplied. If God damned men to all eternity, 
could he torment them any longer? If not, of what 
advantage is the pardon of original sin? Secondly, 
If God cannot save man in his sins, who shall save 
him ? If man must be delivered from his sins before 
God, or Christ became his Saviour, can either of 
them be called a Saviour? Is not man his own 
saviour ? What salvation does he need, when he has 
freed himself from sin? As to the words damned, 
damnation, there is not a word in all the original 
Scriptures which will bear to be so translated. This 
will appear evident by translating the original word 
damned, wherever it occurs. Thus he that believeth 
not shall be damned. Mark xvi.16. The Father damn- 
eth no man, but has committed all damnation to the 
Son, John v. 22. God sent his Son not to damn 
the world. John iii. 17. Who then can damn men ? 
If God and Christ do not, can the devil? If so he 
must be more potent than the Almighty, for he 
wills that all should be saved. 1 Tim. ii. 4. and sent 
his Son to save the world. 1 John iv. 14, and to de- 
stroy the devil and his works. Heb. ii 14. 1 John iii 8. 
Mr. W. infers that if the words of Solomon be true, 
Prov. ii. 31, those of Peter must be false, 1 Pet. i. 
3,4. But let him read his Bible before he under- 
takes to combat Universalism, and he will find an- 
swers to all his ignorant and ivreverent objections. 
About the meaning of Ezek. xiii. I will not contend, 
Jer. xxiii. from the 23d to the 33d verses, will an- 
swer my purpose. God says, “he ts against the 
dreamers that use their tongues, and say he saith. 
Jude also speaks of filthy dreamers. As Mr. W. is 
unable to support his opinions by Biblical testimony, 
let him go to the credulous dupes of superstition, to 
publish his dreams, and proclaim the terrors of a 
fanatic imagination. We say to men, Fear not. God 
is love, and the Lord God Omnipotent reigns alone. 

Mendon, (Monroe) Aug. 13. Preached from Isa. 
iii. 12. After service, five Methodist preachers 
assembled for combat. The Rev. Mr. Williams 
commenced the attack, by demanding If I believed 
God had foreoidained whatsoever comes to pass ? 

Thompson. I believe and teach God has foreor- 
dained the salvation of the whole human family, and 
will bring it to pass. 

W. Tam requested to ask you to reply, yes, or 
no, to my questions, without any qualification or 
illustration. 

T. I am not a Calvinist, neither came I to dis- 
cuss the doctrine of necessity. If you desire infor- 
mation on that subject, read the works of Leibnitz, 
Hartley, and Priestly. 

W. 1 beg to decline the perusal of these authors, 
and demand a reply to my first question. 

T. Six, if your question include all things, even 
the most minute, I reply, no: for I do not believe 
God foreordained a child to cry, and its nurse to 
rock the cradle. 

W. 1 am desired to change the qustion, and ask, 
Do you believe God has decreed all moral events 
or actions ? 
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T. Sir, I believe you do not intend to discuss the 
subject fairly, but to obtain an opportunity of ex- 
citing against me the prejudices of the vulgar. If 
you insist on a reply, I must be allowed to ask you, 
Do you believe God foreknew whatsoever comes to 
pass ° 

W. We came not to answer, but to ask questions. 

T. Then you confirm my suspicion of your in- 
tentions. I teach, God hath predestined all men to 
eternal salvation, according to the good pleasure of 
his will, and that he worketh all things after the 
counsel of his own will, and refer you to Ephesians 
i. 4-12. 

W. We believe that God decreed that all might 
be saved if they would. 

T. Then you believe God decreed just nothing, 
or that he decreed his will, shoukl be determined 
by man’s. 

W. You will not come to terms. 
will not continue the debate. 

T. The terms are evident, I came here to preach 
the salvation of all men; you to calumniate the doc- 
If you are able to refute it, I pray you 


Therefore we 


trine. 
proceed — 

W. You will not commence at the beginning. 

T. God determined to create and beatify a world 
of mankind, there is the beginning. He governs 
them according to his good purpose, there is the 
middle; and he will effect the salvation of all his in- 
telligent offspring, there is the end. Now, gentle- 
men, you have the beginning, middle, and end of 
God’s designs, and of my preaching, and you feel 
yourselves unable to oppose either. 

Here a motion was made by the Rev. Mr. Weeks 
for an adjournment, and the appointinent of a com- 
mittee to determine the subject, and manner of de- 
bate. During some altercation which followed, an 
aged man stood up, and addressed the audience. 

Gentlemen—I have come twelve miles to héar 
this debate. I wish to know before I return, whe- 
ther the Salvationists or Dammationists shall gain 
the victory. If the Salvationists, I go home 1ejoic- 
ing. If not, I shall return mourning. Gentlemen, 
I have a family, and I love them. (Here the tears 
flowed copiously, and the man showed great agita- 
tion.) Having stood speechless for some time, he 
recovered and proceeded. Gentlemen, I fear not 
for myself. For twenty years, my faith in the Di- 
vine Mercy has remained unshaken, but I feel for 
others. O, let me know if I may reasonably hope 
for the salvation of my family. 

T. Men, women, and children, go to your homes, 
congratulate each other, we are all about to meet 
shortly in heaven. Tell your neighbours, here are 
several Methodist preachers, who are unable to cite 
a single text for the existence of hell or the devil, 
or the punishment of the wicked, after death. I 
have preached to you the glorious Gospel of the 
blessed God. If you love your neighbours as well 
as yourselves, you will come to hear me, but if you 
are partial and malevolent, and desire to see the 
destruction of those who may have offended you, 
then you will go to hear these Methodist ministers, 
who preach the horrid doctrine, that God hates his 








creatures, and will send the grea@r part of them to 
endless misery. 

The audience was then dismissed, and the mee: 
ing adjourned until Wednesday, the 27th inst, 

J. 5. THOMPSON. 
(To be continued.) 
—— 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
TO MR. JOHN DITCHETT: 

Dear Sir—I write to inform you, that IT have yo. 
cently had a conversation with an individual rela. 
tive to the matter at issue between Mr. Wm. Roy 
and yourself; and I consider it my duty to acknow- 
ledge myself to have been in error, in charging you 
with wilful falsehood, in my letter to W. R., which 
appeared in a previous Number of the G. H.  Apg 
I would observe, that, however we may differ in 
our views of W. R.’s Sermon, I am nevertheless 
persuaded, that what you have written on the sub- 
ject, has been the dictates of your conscience. 

Yours, with respect, 
WM. H. HYATT. 

Newark, Sept. 29, 1823. 

REMARKS. 

The above letter is considered by Mr. D. to be 
sufficient to exculpate him from all blame, predi- 
cated on Mr. Hyatt’s former letter. He rests the 
statements he has made, on the evidence previously 
adduced. Those who are acquainted with the par- 
ties will require no other. Those who are unac- 
quainted with the parties, can inform themselves, 
if they feel interested. 

Thus far, we have been a spectator of the scene 
There is one circumstance, however, which we are 
privy to, which has an important bearing on Mr. 
Hyatt’s former letter. But, before we relate it, we 
declare, that no witnesses can be produced on the 
opposite side to disprove our assertions ; and as we 
shall relate only the plain truth, we shall leave it 
the mercy of our friends, and our foes too, if we 
have any. We-give the relation, because we are 
requested to doso. 

The Monday previous to the appearance of Rev. 
W. Roy’s reply to D. J.’s first statement, in the 
Gospel Herald of that week, the editor of this paper 
returned to this city, from Morristown, (N. J. 
Stopping at Newark, while the driver was resting 
his horses, he was accosted in the bar-room at Mr. 
Bonnell’s Tavern, by a stranger, and asked for the 
Herald of the preceding week, and whether Mr. 
Roy had published a reply to Mr. Ditchett’s state- 
ment? The stianger was answered in the negative ; 
and asked whether he was present when the Ser- 
mon in question was delivered ? He replied, he was. 
He was then told, he could give his opinion relative 
to Mr. Ditchett’s being correct in his statement. 
He said he could; and he considered D.’s statement 
to be incorrect. The stay at the Tavern was short. 
On passing through the entry of the house, to the 
stage, the stranger said his name was Hyatt. That 
he was sorry Mr. Ditchett had not procured a copy 


of the whole sermon, and published it to the world : 


for it was, without exception, the most absurd dis 
course he hadever heard. 
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Having heard Mr. Hyatt express himself, as above 
jated, we were surprised to see his letter in vindi- 
sion of the “ most absurd discourse he had ever 
ard.” Weshall not accuse Mr. H. of any unjus- 
.fable motives in the erratic course he has pursued. 
The readers of the G. H., we trust, will not require 
inv thing more explanatory of this affair. Mr. D.’s 
atement is proved by the simple fact, that a gen- 
Jeman, (Mr. Pierson,) of the Presbyterian persua- 
jon, at Newark, who heard the sermon delivered, 
related, from memory, in the presence of a number 
{ spectators, the declarations contained in Mr. D.’s 
satement, With the exception of two, which he re- 
membered, after he read the statement itself. It is 
almost, if not quite impossible, for this coincidence 
w happen, and Mr. D.’s statement to be false. Ev. 

—<p-——- 

FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Editor—In the Gospel Herald for Sept. 13, 
page 144, I observed some remarks relative to a 
declaration made by Br. Case, “ that Christ was ig- 
norant of the time when Jerusalem was to be de- 
sroved.” I know that many critics have question- 
ed the genuineness of the passage, as found in the 
common version, and have omitted in their transia- 
tion the words “ netther the Son.” How far their 
opinion is entitled to credit, I leave to those whose 
literary attainments better enable them to decide ; 
suflice it to say, that all manuscripts now extant re- 
tain it, and that it was cited by the early writers ; it 
isalso retained in the Improved version. Were we 
to admit the words “ neither the Son,” to be an in- 
terpolation, I do not see that the argument in ques- 
tion would be very materially affected by it, for suf- 
ficient would yet remain to prove Christ ignorant of 
thatevent. The passage would then read, “ But of 
that day and hour knoweth no man ; no, not the an- 
gels which are in heaven, but the Father.” What 
language could Christ have used which would more 
clearly have expressed the ignorance of every be- 
ing but the Father, concerning that day ? Notwith- 
standing, some have ventured the assertion, that if 
Christ did not know the exact time of the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem, he must have been ignorant of 
Daniel’s prophecy. ‘That this is a mistaken idea, 
will appear obvious on consulting Mark, chap. xiii. 
In the 4th verse, we find Christ’s disciples inquiring 
of him, “ When shall these things be ? and what shall 
be the sign when all these things shall be fulfilled ?” 
He proceeds to give them a description of that awful 
event, but does not inform them of the day and hour 
in which it would take place, but merely speaks of 
the certain fulfilment of the prophecy during that 
age. See verses 30-and 32, “ This generation shall not 
pass till all these things be done But of that day 
and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which 

are in heaven, but the Father.” 

The subject is expressed with so much clearness 
in these passages, that I think the unprejudiced 
reader must acknowledge the inconsistency of 
contending for the Omniscience of Christ. By giv- 
ing these broken hintsa place in your valuable paper, 
you will oblige a young correspondent. E. P. A. 

Mount Pleasant, Sept. 22, 1823. 





REMARKS, 

We consider the fifth chapter of John’s Gospel to 
contain a true account of Christ’s powers, as given 
by himself. Christ declares that he can do nothing 
independent of the Father; but he also declares, 
“ The Father loveth the Son, and showeth him all 
things that himself doeth,” &c. It is a truth, that 
no man knoweth any thing before it takes place, un- 
less God communicates the knowledge. Thus the 
prophets were enlightened, and enabled to foretel 
the happening of future events. Christ declares of 
John, that there bath not risen a greater prophet. 
Of himself, that he has greater witness, And John 
declares of Christ, that he was unworthy to unloose 
the latchet of Christ’s shoes. If “ the Father judg- 
eth no man; but hath committed all judgment unto 
the Son,” the Son must possess the knowledge, as 
well as the prerogative of the judge. At the time 
Christ made the declaration, himself excepted, there 
was not a prophet living, to whom had been com- 
municated a knowledge of God’s purposes. The 
day and hour was known to no man. Christ speaks 
of himself, as the Son, and says, “ Not that any man 
hath seen the Father, save [except] he which is of 
God, he hath seen the Father.” Again. “ Noman hath 
seen God at any time ; the only begotten Son, who 
is in the bosom [the knowledge, &c.] of the Father, 
he hath declared.” That is, made known concern- 
ing God. If these testimonies are true, they prove 
that Christ knew the day and hour spoken of, and 
possessed wisdom and know ledge ina greater degree 
than all that had gone before, or shall come after 
him. Christ, therefore, knew more than the 
prophet Daniel. 

—<p— 
From Locke on the Human Understanding. 

“ But notwithstanding a great noise is made in 
the world about errors and opinions, I-must do man- 
kind that right, as to say, there are not 30 many men 
in errors, and wrong opinions, as is commonly sup- 
posed. Not that I think they embrace the truth; 
but indeed because concerning those doctrines they 
keep such a stir about, they have no thought, no 
opinion at all. For if any one should a little catechise 
the greatest part of the Partizans of most of the sects 
in the world, he would not find, concerning those 
matters they are so zealous for, that they have any 
opinions of their own: much less would he have rea- 
son to think, that they took them upon the exami- 
nation of arguments, and appearance of probability. 
They are resolved to stick to a party that education 
or interest has engaged them in; and there, like the 
common soldiers of an army, show their courage 
and warmth as their leaders direct, without ever ex- 
amining, or so much as knowing the cause they 
contended for. Ifa man’s life shows that he has 
no serious regard for religion, for what reason 
should we think, that he beats his head about the 
opinions of his church, and troubles himself to ex- 
amine the grounds of this or that doctrine? It is 
enough for him to obey his leaders, to have his hand 
and his tongue ready for the support of the common 
cause, and thereby approve himself to those who 





can give him credit, preferment, or protection in 
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their society. Thus men become professors of, and 
combatants for, those opinions they never were con- 
vinced of, nor proselytes to; no, nor ever had so 
much as floating in their heads; and though one 
cannot say there are fewer improbable or erroneous 
opinions in the world than there are, yet this is cer- 
tain, there are fewer that actually assent to them, 

and mistake them for truths, than is imagined.” 

—~<=>— 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
Sir—By giving your thoughts relative to the pro- 
priety of singing Hymns which contain confessions 
of our unworthiness, before God, a place in the 


Gospel Herald, a Subscriber will consider himself 


much obliged. a. P. 
REMARKS. 

We must confess we have not considered the sub- 
ject now introduced by E. P. until on the present 
occasion. Hymns are professedly sung to the praise 
of God. Will singing our unworthiness praise him ? 
A prophet says, “ Make a joyful noise unto the God 
of Jacob,” &c. Surely we cannot rejoice, nor praise 
God because we are unworthy. It appears to us, 
that singing a Hymn which is a mere recapitulation 
of our sins, &c. can never praise God. There is a 
sense, however, in which our unworthiness may 
be expressed in our songs of praise to God, and 
Giod be praised by the mention of our imperfections. 
We are exhorted to “praise the Lord,” because 
“ He is good ;” and it is proved that he is good, when 
it is added, “ for his mercy endureth for ever.” The 
mercy of God is exercised towards unworthy sin- 
ners. Therefore, our unworthiness may be men- 
tioned, coupled with God’s mercy, and his great 
goodness, which even our unworthiness cannot 
hinder from being exercised to reclaim and sanc- 
tify us. Our unworthiness, therefore, may be men- 
tioned, as we would recount to the praise of a good 
physician, the terrible malady from which his bene- 
volence and skill had saved his patient. 

—~<- 
FAITH IN THE PROMISES. 

Ata religious meeting, in a country village, a 
short time since, it was proposed to call a meeting of 
prayer, for rain, &c. It was assented to, suggesting 
the propriety of waiting the return of their minister, 
who was absent. But the first mover of the measure, 
looked out of the window, and observed, “ It is very 
dry now,” &c. It was concluded best to appoint 
the following Wednesday for a prayer meeting for 
rain. Wednesday came ; but T'uesday came first, 
and with it, a plentiful shower ! 

Query. How did it happen that these pious 
folks doubted the goodness of God, in “ sending 
seed time and harvest ;” when we read, that “ He 
maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the 
good; and sendeth rain on the just, and on the 
unjust 2?” 

—j—— 
NEWS. 

The Editor of the Commercial Advertiser, soli- 
cited the attention of the public to a notice in his 
paper of Dr. Cumming, of his preaching a sermon 


church, to obtain a benefit for the Ministers oj 
Oneida and Cayuga, to enable them to purchase 
useful books. This knowing editor said, “Th. 
value of knowledge to them, and to the community 
at large, is admitted on all hands. Nay, ’tis essen. 
tial to the perpetuity of our liberties, and all our ex. 
cellent civil institutions.” Here is a new spur for 
an old occasion. The Ministers of Oneida ang 
Cayuga, are to teach the community at large, and 
their teaching, we presume, is essential to preserve 
our civil institutions. Query. Have the Ministers 
of Oneida and Cayuga no books, save * The history 
of Tom Thumb?” Where is the “ Bible Socicty ” 
Surely they ought to give each of thema Bible. 
—>— 
DENUNCIATION OF THE HON.JOHN Jay. 
Mr. Wilson, in his Witness for July, thus arraigns 
the venerable President of the American Bible So- 
ciety :—* When, however, an error of a very dan- 
gerous tendency is uttered, no reputation of him 
who utters it; no zeal for the success of the great 
and good cause ; no admiration of Bible institutions, 
ought to shield it from merited reproot.” Here he 
quotes the heretical sentence. “ The divine attri- 
butes,” says the President, “ forbid us to suppose 
that the Almighty Sovereign of the Universe will 
permit any part of his empire to remain for ever in 
a state of revolt. On the contrary, the sacred 
Scriptures assure us, that it shall not only be re- 
duced to obedience, but also be so purified and im- 
proved, as that righteousness and felicity shall dwell 
and abide in it.” So tar Mr. Jay, and now for Mr. 
W.’s comments. “ Here is plainly stated, and 
OPENLY AVOWED, the doctrine of Universal Salva- 
tion—the salvation of all men and of Devils,” &c. 
This reformed Presbyterian editor cannot find any 
body who isexactly right buthimself. Plain Truth. 


———S 
NEWS FROM A FAR COUNTRY. 

We have received another letter from our brother 
Worrall, Pastor of the Universalist Church in Glas- 
gow, (Scotland,) communicating tidings of good 
things. Also, the first two Numbers of the “ cos- 
PEL COMMUNICATOR,” a new publication, edited by 
our brother Werrall, and proclaiming the “ Great 
Salvation.” 

—— 

Selected. 
THOUGHTS ON THE EQUINOX. 
Now o'er the Equitorial way 

The sun’s bright car is driven ; 

And equal night and equal day, 

To every country given. 

Fair emblem of that Love Divine, 

Whose rich impartial grace, 

Shall in its hoandises grasp entwine 

The whole of Adam's race. 

Though clouds and darkness here below 

Impede its bright career, 

Yet faith shall all its glory know, 

In heaven's immortal year. 


 — 
PUBLIC DISCUSSION. 

The “ Society for the Investigation and Establishment ot 
Gospel Truth,” will meet at Mr. Tolerton’s Academy, 6 
Chrystie-street, on Friday Evenings at seven o'clock. The 
object of this society is one of universal interest. All reli- 
gious denominations therefore, are invited to attend. 
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